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Yoshinori TAJIMA e^//. Art Unit : 1724 
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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

REPLY UNDER 37 CFR S 1.111 

In response to the Office Action dated November 8, 2002, please amend the 
application as follows and consider the included remarks. 

AMENDMENTS 



) 
1 

1 

1 
J 



IN THE CLAIMS: 



Please amend the claims as follows. A marked-up version of the amended claims is 



attached. 
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1 . (Amended) A gas separation apparatus for separating at least one specific gas from a gas to be 
treated which contains a plurality of specific gases, said apparatus comprising: 

a first separato\for separating said gas to be treated into gas groups having different 
boiling points by distillatiorl separation; and 

a second separatonfor separating the at least one specific gas by performing 

chromatographic separation on ^t least one gas group separated by said first separator, 

\ 

wherein the second separator comprises a plurality of chromatographic columns, 
wherein the Jdurality of chromatographic columns each comprises at least 
one inlet valve and a plurality of outlet valves arranged such that the at least one gas group is 
sequentially supplied to the plurality ofVhromatographic columns by switching at least one inlet 
valve and the at least one specific gas is sequentially collected from the plurality of 
chromatographic columns by switching the plurality of outlet valves. 



